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Infectious bronchopneumonia 2020: 02 for diagnostics
and personalized advice
Bart Pardon
Department of Large Animal ïnternal Medicine, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Ghent University, Salisburylaan 133, 9820 Merelbeke, Belgium
Respiratory diseases in calves result from the complex interplay herween viral, bacterial and parasitic pathogens 
and environmental/genetic risk factors that suppress host defense mechanisms or facilitate pathogen spread. For 
decades, veterinary intervention was mainly situated in the area of treatment of affected animals and vaccination. 
Pressure to reduce antimicrobial use and to improve welfare demands a more analytical approach of the practitioner 
in order to prevent the disease. In this talk a pathogen based, risk analysis/prioritization approach to epidemie/ 
endemic respiratory disease problems in calves will be presented. In this approach key clements for problem analysis 
of the farm are the use of lung ultrasonography to differentiate upper from lower airway disease, non-endoscopic 
broncho-alveolar lavage as an economically and practically achievable technique to identify etiological pathogens 
and correct interpretation of bacterial culture and PCR results. Further a systematic and holistic checking of all 
known risk factors present, with special reference to colostrum and stable ventilation is equally important. A major 
concept to comprehend is that one size fits all’ and ‘compare to best practice’ herd health approaches, are unlikely 
to be profitable for a veterinary business as a single product. Using the presented approach, personalized advice can 
be provided, focusing on adjusting only the key risk factors related to the pathogens isolated, hereby resulting in 
economie revenue for farmer and veterinarian. The author will illustrate his experience with active demonstrations 
during the visits (ultrasonography, on farm cow-side testing, smoke profile of stable ventilation) and ways to 
effectively communicate in calf health problem farms.
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